
 

 

Via Farini 32, 20159 Milano 
www.brandnew-gallery.com info@brandnew-gallery.com 

 
 

 
BRAND NEW GALLERY 
presents 

SHINIQUE SMITH 
To the Ocean of Everyone Else 
10 November - 22 December 2011 
Opening: 10 November, 19.00-21.00 
 

      
 
Brand New Gallery is pleased to present To the Ocean of Everyone Else, the first Italian exhibition by the American 

artist Shinique Smith. 

Reaching beyond the confines of sculpture, painting and site-specific installation, Shinique Smith's works combine 

complex social and cultural references drawn from a vast range of resources from art history to urban life.  Graffiti, 

Japanese calligraphy, abstract expressionism and minimalist sculpture are but some of the cross-references we can 

perceive in the artist's work.  Without preparatory sketches or preconceived compositions, Smith sees each one of her 

paintings as an act of “frenetic meditation” in which, through fluid movements, she allows her hand to lead, guide and 

outline calligraphic gestures which dance across the canvas.  Her sculptures, three-dimensional collages of clothes and 

objects tied with ropes, reveal a combination of formal beauty and social critique, underlining the global problems of 

reuse and recycling.  Inspired by the nature of the “things” we consume and abandon and their influence on our 

individual and collective experiences, Smith reinterprets the links that go into the creation of our myths, our personal 

memories and our relationship with the vastness of existence.  Each object is instilled with the story of the individual 

who possessed it; material, excess and waste are intimately tied in with personal significance and market value.  

Through language, colour, fabrics and objects that have been found, Shinique Smith investigates our growing 

dependence on the acquisition of material goods, encouraging the spectator to weigh up the disadvantages of an 

economy based on consumption while simultaneously exploring the possibilities of abstraction.  

 

Shinique Smith was born in 1971 in Baltimore, Maryland; at present she lives and works in  Brooklyn, New York. The 

Museum of Contemporary Art in Miami and the Madison Museum of Contemporary Art, Madison have recently held 

retrospectives devoted to her work.  Numerous museums have hosted her solo exhibitions including the Studio 

Museum in Harlem, NY; SECCA Museum in Winston-Salem, NC; Illinois State University Galleries, Normal, IL.  Her 

works have been included in prestigious collective exhibitions at the New Museum, New York; Deutsche Guggenheim, 

Berlin; PS1/MOMA, New York; the Denver Art Museum, Denver; the National Portrait Gallery, Washington; the Rubell 

Family Collection, Miami and the Margulies Collection, Miami. Her work has been included in the travelling exhibition 

30 Americans organized by the Rubell Family. 
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